with Doctor of Pharmacy degrees provided the services. Prior to Medicaid patients' scheduled appointments, clinical pharmacists at each site screened all patients' Medicaid eligibility, reviewed their medical charts, and identified potential drugrelated problems. They were permitted to write recommendations to physicians and/or request interviews while the patients were being seen by their doctors during clinic hours. They also performed follow-up pharmacotherapy consultations with and clinical outcomes assessments (e.g., hypertension, asthma, anticoagulation) of the patients, if necessary 7 In a previous study", we discussed the impact of the PCSP from utilization outcome perspectives. The major findings were: 1) PCSP "capped" the total cost of services by holding costs constant while the control group costs rose significantly; 2) specialty care physician visits remained stable for the intervention group while increasing significantly in the control group; 3) primary care physician visits remained stable for the intervention group while they declined in the control group; 4) fewer prescription medications were used in the intervention group than in the control group; and 5) while the total cost of prescriptions increased for both groups, the costs for the intervention group were less than those for the control group (see Table I ). In this study, ongoing costbenefit analyses were performed to evaluate the economic impact of the PCSP during its first year of operation; sensitivity analyses were performed as well. 
METHODS

Data
RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS
Direct Costs Determination
Since the main goal of this study is to evaluate the impact of PCSP during its first year of operation, only the costs incurred by PCSP in the first year after implementation were included. Of course, the funds to establish and prepare the program were taken into account, although they were expended before the program started. Normally, the cost of the pro- The NPV is particularly useful in stating the net economic benefit to society in choosing a particular course of action.
15
The basic criterion for the acceptability of a project is the pre- 
Sensitivity Analysis
Economists and policy makers disagree about the appropriate discount rate to use in the analysis. at discount rates ranging from 0% to 10% (see Table 4 ). 
CONCLUSIONS
